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Dickerson Man May Face $83,000 Tree-Cutting Fine
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Neighbors Try to Protect Tree

law, but my bill is to remowve that
ambiguity.” County Council mem-
ber. Marilyn Praisner (D-Eastern
County) co-sponsored the bill.

Either way, neighbors worried
that a demolition might occur.
Eight of them, along with the civic
group Montgomery Preservation
Inc., took the issue to court. Friday
afternoon, a circuit coort judge
granted a temporary restraining
order barring demolition of the
tree. A hearing was set for yester-
day to revisit the issue.

A public hearing on Denis's leg-
islation is scheduled for 1:30 p.m.
Tuesday and a vote is expected on
Oct. 17.

This isn't the first time neigh-
bors have tried to protect green
space. Petrides and Greenberg
were among several activists who
battled in court to protect a small
Bethesda park.

Last Saturday, more than 20
neighbors held hands around the
cherry tree to show support for its
preservation.

“We live in an area of Bethesda
that’s being redeveloped very rap-
idly,” Petrides said. “It's the area
that’s heavily treed. Almost every
developer clear-cuts almost every
lot that’s being built on.”

(Greenberg criticized the coun-
ty's Department of Permitting Ser-
viees for issuing a demolition per-
mit without notifying all the
property’s immediate neighbors.

By law, the county must inform
all adjacent and confronting neigh-
bors about planned demolitions.
Case workers typically get a list of
those neighbors from the permit
applicant. For the Marbury Road
property, however, the owner and
applicant, Franklin Pimenta, omit-
ted at least one neighbor from the

list, officials said. Once it was dis-
covered that the application was
incomplete, a temporary stop was
placed on the demolition. Neigh-
bors also said the phone number
on the application was disconnect-
ed. Pimenta could not be reached
for comment.

“We didn’t check this one,” said
Reginald Jetter, division chief for
case work management at the Per-
mitting Services Department, who
said the staff will make sure all
neighbors’ addresses are correct
in the future.

Jetter also said that Pimenta ex-
pressed to his staff that he had no
intention of tearing down the tree.

Greenberg contends that unless
there is a stated intention to pro-
tect the tree, it is vulnerable.

Denis’s legislation would help
protect champion trees, but plan-
ning officials said the public
should not have false expectations.

“The forest conservation law
emphasizes conservation, not
preservation,” Wright said. *“This
means . . . the county may grant
approval of removing forest as
long as the removal is mitigated in
some way.”

Activists say that the laws are
unclear.

“There’s a disparity between
how the regulations are interpret-
ed by Park and Planning and [the
Department of Permitting Ser-
viees] and how the public inter-
prets them,” said Steve Kansto-
room, an activist in Ashton who
helped draft the proposed legisla-
tion.

In the meantime, the weeping
cherry has galvanized the Beth-
esda neighborhood. A raffle — 850
per ticket — is planned to raise
funds to help protect the tree. The
winner will receive a local artist’s
painting of it.



